X.

THE  AEEBST.

AT first the affair of the necklace seemed to be
a wholly inexplicable enigma. The imagina-
tion of a dramatist or of a novelist accustomed to the
wildest inventions could have conceived nothing
stranger. The first suggestion was that the Cardinal
de Rohan, who, in spite of his colossal fortune and
enormous revenues, owed many millions, had appro-
priated the necklace to fill his purse, and to make
good the deficit in the administration of the Blind
Asylum. As to the idea that a prince of the house
of Rohan, a former ambassador, a cardinal, a grand
almoner of France, a principal of the Sorbonne, a
member of the French Academy, an educated and
intelligent man, could for more than a year have
imagined himself the confidential agent, the favorite,
of a queen who never spoke a word to him, it never
crossed any one's mind. It was inconceivable that a
man of such importance could have been the victim
of such a stupid, such a clumsy fraud.

More than one historian has blamed Marie Antoi-
nette for not having suppressed the affair.    But was
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